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but the sadness was never hopeless. Even while
feeling grief at the loss, it was possible also to
rejoice that the aged father or mother had not
really ceased to live but had passed on to a world
of very great beauty and had gone to friends near
whom they would dwell with unending joy.

As time passed by, men on earth forgot the truth
about heaven. They were not so clear in their
minds as to what happened after death. And so
the Strangest customs arose whenever someone died.
When a grave was prepared it was carefully Stored
with food, often with whole bodies of sheep and
goats, with jars of wine, with clothing and money
and even books. In some cases, when the body of
some great man was to be buried, a complete chariot
with the carcases of a number of horses to draw it
was placed in the giant grave. On the death of a
king, menservants and maidservants, and even the
queen herself, would be slain in the belief that
they would be needed by the monarch in the other
world.

Many of these ancient burial-places have since
been opened. The food has crumbled and hardened
to duSt, the chariots have fallen to pieces, but every-
thing has remained unused where it was laid
centuries upon centuries ago.

As the ignorance increased, men began to deny
that there was any other life than this one, so that